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Indigenous peoples made decisions by having their elders consider the conse-
quences their decision would have for the next seven generations ...

Sustainability has become a worldwide megatrend. Efforts to harmonize ecology and economy go beyond all borders, 
connecting all faiths, philosophies and all strata of society. 

Not all consequences of modern life have been neutralized. But the solutions also open up new potential for a global 
economy and society striving to evolve. There are many modern accomplishments we should absolutely not abandon 
– but it just makes sense to integrate ancient values and knowledge with the goal of achieving a harmonious balance 
with nature, of which we are a part after all. 

Ancient knowledge beat modern science to the punch more than once. The Lakota (Sioux) end their prayers saying 
“Mitakuye Oyassin – all my relations”. When Albert Einstein visited the medicine man and Lakota chief John Fire Lame 
Deer in the early 20th century, he heard that line, too. And once you already know the connection, it becomes much 
easier to find scientific explanations and appropriate mathematical formulae.

The registered association “indi gen e.v.” focuses on the scientific evaluation and integration of indigenous knowl-
edge and its application in the industry and business economics. The association also offers opportunities to 
exchange experiences – in seminars and traditional nature ceremonies of indigenous peoples, some of which are 
centuries or even millennia old.

With the Lame Deer of our time, we have the first spiritual leader advocating for the cooperation of indigenous 
peoples and the industry. Since November 2013, he has been speaking for the General Council of Chiefs of the North 
American Tribes. This was only the first step, others are already following.

This cooperation was confirmed on May 17th 2014, at the Mannheim University of Applied Management Studies 
(HdWM) between Mr. Lame Deer and Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Ernst Ulrich von Weizsäcker. The initiative was begun by Dr. 
Stephan Götze and hosted by the Board Chairman of the Internationaler Bund (IB), Mr. Thiemo Fojkar. IB is the majority 
shareholder of HdWM. The concept of integration of Western philosophy and indigenous approaches was developed 
by Prof. Dr. Uwe Hochmuth, who used to run the design school Hochschule für Gestaltung (HfG) in Karlsruhe with 
Peter Sloterdijk.

Drawing on teachings of Prof. Dr. Bruno Latour, one of the most eminent scholar in the humanities and social sciences 
(Holberg Award; University of Paris, Yale), we would like to point out that “indi gen e.v.” does not pursue any esoteric 
goals. Bruno Latour used only theoretical analysis to conclude that the rejection of the concept of ensoulment of na-
ture, as described in animism (which indigenous peoples used to consider perfectly normal), is one of the root causes 
of our modern ecological problems. He is continuing his research in an EU-funded project.
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In 2002, Kofi Annan spoke for the UN in highlighting the importance of  
cooperating with indigenous peoples ...

Our fundamental research focuses on connecting ancient indigenous knowledge with the findings of modern science. 
Potatoes, corn, tobacco, spices, meditation, acupuncture, certain navigation techniques – there are lots of fundamen-
tal things and skills we wouldn’t possess without former and current “cooperation projects” with indigenous peoples. 
(Indigenous describes all peoples born in a country).

We do not assume that anything indigenous is always better. Let’s just think about hair-raising practices such as can-
nibalism, unjust mono hierarchies, certain martial practices and tribal structures. But it cannot be denied that a purely 
industrial, isolated scientific approach has so far failed to provide answers to many essential questions – regarding 
climate change, for example. 

One key concept is the connection of cyclical (indigenous) and linear (modern) thinking. The scientific groundwork 
has been laid for the integration of Western and indigenous philosophies, integration of medicine wheels into the 
natural sciences and for the exact measurement and tapping of market potentials of more eco-friendly products 
by means of cyclical behavior and market models.

And whatever we may find: If it is truly sustainable, it will most likely be in keeping with the old values and knowl-
edge. The megatrend of the ‘sharing economy’, an economy based on bartering, sharing and borrowing, would be a 
good economic example. Renewable energy is another.

Be it potatoes or cosmological, physical or business administration issues (see Knowledge Transfer), indigenous 
knowledge does not just complement modern knowledge, which is just as valuable, but can function as a guide in 
some areas. The Lakota have known for millennia that the moon was created from earth – a theory modern astron-
omers postulated only some decades ago. They also knew that dark matter forms the universe and makes up most 
of it, while even modern science doesn’t quite know yet what dark matter is. And they know much more, just as all 
other indigenous peoples do. Inuit, Hindi, Aborigines, who were able to make phone calls without a phone – the list is 
long. 

No wonder that the way they were treated by civilization made them forget or hold back this knowledge. And yet, 
they are now reaching out to us.

One key concept that has been tried and tested in the social and economic sciences is the connection of cyclical 
(indigenous) and linear (modern) thinking. This approach is already supported by a scientific framework and can be 
tested with a method of measurement based on mathematics. It seems to be fruitful.

For the natural sciences, Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. Ernst Ulrich von Weizsäcker connected the concept of the medicine wheel 
to the four basal elements of nature (water, earth, air and fire). No school of thought, however anti-animistic it might 
be, can deny that these elements are the building blocks of nature. 

Earth and the universe are not dead things but organisms, according to basic indigenous knowledge. This alone offers 
a multitude of scientific questions and opportunities to complement modern approaches and develop them further. 
“indi gen e.v” initiates research, works on research projects, builds networks, publishes and explains.

The Dalai Lama, like the Karmapa a good friend of the last Lame Deer, John’s father, opened Buddhism to science 
years ago, declaring that “if it is the way we say it is, then it can be measured”. One example is the impact of medita-
tion on a person’s health and wellness.
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Not all research is fundamental research ...

Applied sciences are used every day in consulting, industry and politics. “indi gen e.v.” offers applied science research 
and consulting for businesses and institutions.

Issues, e.g. with production materials (replacement or substitution of ecologically problematic substances), are 
analyzed, worked out and discussed from an indigenous point of view. Geology or geography questions (e.g. ocean 
currents, animal populations) and astrophysics issues are just as much part of this as chemical or pharmacological 
questions – after all, about half of all medications are plant-based.

Ethical guidelines play an important part in this, because indigenous experts have good reason to fear exploitation 
and abuse. Knowledge of the migration routes of shoals of fish, for example, should not be used to exploit these for 
short-term gain but to find a way for an environmentally and socially sound way to fish and build up the population at 
the same time. The healing plants found in nature, for another example, are still better known to indigenous peoples 
than to the world’s best physicians. 

“indi gen e.v.” offers applied science research and consulting for businesses and institutions as well as manage-
ment consulting. Knowledge transfer is being facilitated in different disciplines and fields of application (chem-
istry, physics, pharmacology, astrophysics, geology, marine science) and between indigenous experts and major 
economic and societal players.

Again we would like to emphasize that this is about cooperation and finding the best solution for the problem, not 
about placing one approach above the other. We are and will always be grateful for many achievements of modern 
medicine, politics and technology.

Management Consulting

In the fields of economic and social sciences, the research and consulting approach has proven reliable and is ready 
for the market, because some companies and associations have been using it for years and confirmed their success 
at industry conferences. Any national economy can only afford to switch to a more eco-friendly system if the respec-
tive eco-friendly products are successful on the market. Close cooperation of corporate market research and product 
development plays an essential role. Working with the markets and target groups, the market potential of each sus-
tainable, eco-friendly product and the best way to open the market for it must be determined as precisely as possible. 

In order to create a harmonious balance of ecology and economy, we need to recognize and measure untapped 
potential in a product category, in which consumers are willing to spend money, and communicate the findings to the 
product developers. On the other hand, we need to measure the market potential of innovative ideas and product evo-
lutions coming from the developers and report back to them whether or not the product can reach a break-even point 
– or whether the eco-friendly innovation can be profitable in a different way, e.g. as strategic leader of the product 
range.

There is no doubt that most people are in favor of conserving nature and finding more eco-friendly solutions. But 
there are different opinions on the question, which solution would be the right one. A much bigger methodical 
challenge is the attitude-behavior gap or the incongruence between the positive attitudes regarding sustainable 
eco-friendly products on the markets and their actual market shares (on average with a percentage in the single-digit 
range).

To put it succinctly: everybody is in favor, but only few people actually buy them. A positive attitude is not the only 
factor in determining market potential. It is also a matter of behavioral science. Research and experience have shown 
that these potentials are usually tapped not through positive attitudes towards ecology, but through “social interde-
pendence” on the markets.

In simple terms, it is about the conscious and often subconscious relationships between people and market players. 
Regarding eco-oriented market research, the interplay between opinion leaders and individuals can be determined 
and measured mathematically. The best way is a combination of linear and non-linear (cyclical) models – the cyclical 
models were exactly like an indigenous medicine wheel (Jagdish Sheth –University of Southern California/Stephan 
Götze – HdWM).
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Live a happy life – this is the most important rule for some indigenous peoples ...

and the hedonistic part of modern society follows this rule as well. Our offer for this menu item can just be fun and 
bring joy to your life. However, participation in some indigenous ceremonies takes courage, it always takes an open 
heart and it often takes dedication and involvement.

An exchange of experience focuses on the ancient ceremonies of indigenous peoples. Managers, scientists, citizens, 
children – everybody is invited to the seminars and camps of “indi gen e.v.”. There is evidence that the ceremonies of 
the Lakota are older than or at least as old as the Old Testament. However, this should not be a contest of who has 
the oldest ceremonies. Hinduism, for example, is very old as well.

“indi gen e.v.” facilitates an in-depth exchange of experiences in seminars and camps featuring ancient ceremo-
nies of indigenous peoples.

Indigenous ceremonies are like “phone numbers” that can be used to connect to the creatures and inner workings 
of nature, which were lost in modern times. Holy people received them through mediators; they are part of the oral 
tradition of many peoples and are still experienced today by a few chosen people. There is ample testimony for their 
validity and reliability. In their pure form, they cannot be bought or acquired by any other earthly power.

Basically, a ceremony is a prayer. And yet, “indi gen. e.v.” is not a missionary association; we do not want to dissemi-
nate certain religious views or the assertion that a certain school of thought or religion is better than all others. It is 
possible, however, that the indigenous views on nature are an addition to today’s official world knowledge that has 
always been there, but was pushed to the back. The UN thinks so.

Understanding the planet as a thing that can be used and exploited indefinitely seems to get us nowhere. Whether you 
follow the indigenous view that earth is a living being or respect ecological issues and connections for another reason 
– you need to decide that for yourself. Either way “indi gen e.v.” invites you to experience ceremonies with and for 
nature in their ancient, traditional ways. Each original ceremony is conducted by people, who were selected and are 
recognized by their tribes for this task.

We would like to point out again that “indi gen e.v.” does not pursue any esoteric goals. On the contrary, prayer, med-
itation and analytical, rational thinking are equally valid and perfectly normal. Sometimes they can even be one and 
the same – just think about the creation of an idea or flash of inspiration.
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